
 
 

 

 

 
I would like to pass my sincere thanks to the staff team who have worked tirelessly to share our school with the 

inspector team over the last two days and their work over the last 18 months since our previous inspection. Their 

effort and commitment is unrivalled. Education is in the unique position of having an external inspecting body that 

provides less than a day’s notice of inspection and despite this pressure, the staff were calm and confident it what 

they shared.  

 

This week’s inspection was a full graded inspection, meaning judgements on ‘The quality of education’, ‘Behaviour 

and attitudes’, ‘Personal development’ and ‘Leadership and management’ will be made as well as an overall 

judgement. There will be no judgement of the Early Years Foundation Stage as there are fewer than 5 children in 

that group although this will be referenced in the report.  

School staff have been informed of the preliminary judgements and this will be shared with families and the 

community after quality assurance and accuracy processes are completed. This can take up to 10 weeks.  

 

I can assure you that having two inspectors in a school of our size for two days means that every child and staff 

member was spoken to, books and learning looked at and multiple lessons, break and lunch times visited – it 

certainly was a robust process and I am certain the report will reflect the current state of our school. Parent voice, 

too, is vitally important and I thank all of those who completed parent view, spoke to or wrote to the inspector 

team. 

Thank you for your continued support.  

 

Mr Hill 

 

Stars of the week 

The children who have shown the strength of each of our values - Nurture, Inspire, Achieve, are-   

 

                   Nurture – Charlie and Leah 

                    Inspire – Lidia and Rosie 

                    Achieve – Misty and AJ 

 

Forest school 

A fantastic effort at our forest school tidy up day. It was great to 

see so many family and community members present - thank you. 

All paths cleared, the willow weaved and shelter wind breaks up. 

We even had marshmallows and milk round the campfire. 

 

Lunch Payments  

As we near half term, please can all balances for school lunches be 

paid via school Gateway. Thank you. 

Lydford Primary School – Nurture, Inspire, Achieve 

Date 13th October 2023 

 

 



Harvest Festival 
We are looking forward to welcoming you to our Harvest festival celebration on Tuesday 17th October. This will once 
again be held in our lovely forest school at 3pm. 
The children in Class 1 will be singing with Class 2 and showcasing some harvest craft they have been working on. 
The children in class 2 will be recounting the story of harvest through history. 
We would love to make some donations to the foodbank in Okehampton. Okehampton food bank has a vision that 
the local area has enough to eat because freedom from hunger is critical to the future economic, social, and 
emotional health of Okehampton and the wider community. Further information can be found at  Donations - 
Okehampton Food Bank 
Anything you can do help would be appreciated; we will be accepting donations into school until Friday 20th October 
2023.  
 
Stay and Play  
Don’t forget our stay and Play session is next Thursday at 2.30pm. all children from birth to 4 years and their carers 
are welcome. 
 
Homework share 
Don’t forget our book look and homework share on Friday next week 8.45-9am. All families are welcome to join the 

children to look at their recent learning.  

 

Clubs 

Clubs after half term will be as follows – 

Monday – Lego Club with Mrs Brendon 

Tuesday – Rugby Club with Tallan 

Wednesday – Cheer Club with Miss Spooncer 

Thursday – Maths Club with Mrs D 

Clubs are available to book via School Gateway.  If a club is full and your child would like to attend, please contact 

the school office to be added to the waiting list.  

 

Non-Uniform Day 

On Friday the 3rd of November the children may come to school in non-uniform. Suggested donation of £1 with be 

collected for FoLS 

 

 Numbot/Times Tables Rock Stars 
Your child has a personal log-in for either NumBots 
(EYFS AND Key Stage 1) or Times Table Rockstars (Key 
Stage 2). Times Table Rockstars is a carefully 
sequenced programme of daily times table practice. 
NumBots supports children with their understanding, 
recall and fluency in mental addition and subtraction 
so they move from counting to calculating.  Please 
support your child to log into their account. Regular 
practice really is key to your child making progress in 
these areas.  
 

Medicine in School 

Under the Trust Policy, we are unable to administer any medicine to a child that has not been prescribed by their 

doctor. Please do not send children to school with medicine in their bags to administer themselves. All medicine 

should be handed to a member of staff. 

In order to administer any medicine, the 2-page Medicine Administration Form must be completed in advance. You 

can collect this from the school office or print it out via the school website Trust (lydford-primary.co.uk) 

 
Junk Modelling 

Class one would be very grateful for any recycling materials suitable for their junk modelling.  Cereal boxes, 

cardboard tubes, small boxes etc all gratefully received.  

https://okehamptonfoodbank.co.uk/?page_id=2703
https://okehamptonfoodbank.co.uk/?page_id=2703
https://www.lydford-primary.co.uk/uploads/6/1/4/4/61443371/administration_of_medicines_form_3.pdf


 
Class one 
In our science lessons we are learning about materials, we spent some time last week in our forest school area 
investigating which materials sink and which materials float. The children began by making their predictions and 
then testing them out. Children in reception then used this knowledge to investigate whether other items within our 
continuous provision would sink or float. A lot of fun had by all. 

 

   



Class 2 

The children of Class 2 thoroughly enjoyed their second visit to Lydford community lunch this week, where they 

were able to read aloud the stories they had written. The lunch guests were very complimentary about the children’s 

creative writing, reading aloud and oracy skills. The children also distributed the T-towels they had designed to mark 

the King’s coronation. 

‘At first I was so nervous, but then I really enjoyed it and felt relieved’ Emily. 

‘I read my story with Amanda and she said I had very neat writing and I should keep it up’ Jude. 

Councillor Kevin Ball and his wife, who were also at the lunch, were delighted to see real community cohesion in 

action and commented on the delightful behaviour and confidence of the children. 

 

 

  

Small School Cross Country 

It was a fantastic afternoon at Simmons Park Cross Country with our friends from the Moorland Hub.  

A brilliant effort from all the children that represented us.  Well done to all that took part. 

 

 



    

     

Diary Dates 
October 

Tuesday 17th Harvest Festival 3pm at Forest School 

Thursday 19th Stay and Play 2.30pm 
Friday 20th Homework Share  

Mon 23rd – Fri 27th  Half Term 

Monday 30th  Back to School 
November 

Friday 3rd Non-Uniform Day 
Friday 3rd FoLS Disco  

Tuesday 7th Open Day 1.15 - 5.30pm 
Thursday 9th Cross Country at Castle Drogo (selected children) 

Friday 10th Remembrance Service at St Petrock Church 

Thursday 23rd FoLS Call My Bluff Evening 7pm Nichols Hall 

Monday 27th  Flu Vaccinations 

December 
Friday 8th Christmas Jumper Day 

Tuesday 12th Christmas Performance at the Nicholls Hall 6pm 

Wednesday 13th Pantomime Trip 
Friday 15th Last Day of Term 

January 
Wednesday 3rd Return to School 



 
FoLs 

Emily K has one the Friday treat raffle which is an amazing cake kindly donated by 

Winter’s Mum, Clayre.  

 

Disco. 

There will be a school disco in the Niccholls hall at 6pm on Fridsy the 3rd November 

 

 



 
 



Community News and Information 

 

  

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

OCRA's October Half Term Activity programme runs 23rd-27th. 

Sport and Art multi-activity days for 6-14yr-olds will run: 

• Tuesday 24 October and 

• Thursday 26 October. 

Sibling discounts are available for family bookings. 

Don't forget Breakfast and Afternoon Clubs and All Day tickets for an 8.15-5.30 

experience. 

  

Activity Camps include Gymnastics, Hockey, Taijitsu and Challenge Games. 

You can book now at ocrasport.org.uk/holidays. 

  

Book online now 

 

Okehampton Community & Recreation Association, 

“...helping children, young people and adults be more active, more often. For a 

lifetime in sport and activity.” 

If you have any queries, please contact holidays@ocrasport.org.uk. 

*For GDPR reasons, we're again asking parents to complete a paper 

registration form on the day of each activity. 

 

 

https://ocrasport.org.uk/holidays/
https://ocrasport.org.uk/holidays/#sport-and-art
https://ocrasport.org.uk/holidays/#clubs
http://https/ocrasport.org.uk/holidays/#activity-camps
https://ocrasport.org.uk/holidays#gymnastics
https://ocrasport.org.uk/holidays#hockey
https://ocrasport.org.uk/holidays#taijitsu
https://ocrasport.org.uk/holidays#challenge
http://www.ocrasport.org.uk/holidays
https://ocrasport.org.uk/holidays/
mailto:holidays@ocrasport.org.uk


 


