
 

 

 

22nd November 2019 

Dear parent, carer, 

 

It has been a busy fortnight at Lydford Primary with a KS2 trip to the Octagon to see ‘Oliver’, cross 

country event at Castle Drogo and our Children in Need ‘Talent Show’. Not to mention our usual 

enriched curriculum in school with plenty of outdoor learning whatever the weather! Our ‘smart start’ 

to the day is starting to take effect. The rationale is for pupils to be able to come into the building,  

independently and be responsible for their own belongings so that staff are able to kick-start learning 

early in the classroom! If you need to see your child’s class teacher, please ask. In time, all pupils will 

be able to come into school themselves and be guided by a member of staff to get a quicker start to 

their learning day. 

 

Forest School 

 

Now that Autumn is moving through into Winter, the weather is becoming increasingly colder. The 

children will still continue to be learning outside for Forest School every week. 

Please can you ensure that appropriate clothing is provided to wear underneath waterproofs. This 

includes long sleeved tops and a warm jumper as a top layer.  Also, a warm hat, gloves and spare 

socks are necessary. Please be reminded that Forest School involves working in the natural 

environment so clothes will become muddy and wet.  Older clothing is recommended. Many thanks 

for your support. Please come along to our grand opening on 3
rd

 December from 3pm. 

 

Safeguarding 

 

You will receive a copy of ‘Digital Parenting’ magazine this week - your guide to a healthy online 

family life. It is packed with important safety information and expert advice on issues such as healthy 

screen time and sleep. If you are worried about online abuse or need further explanation about child 

exploitation, please visit https://www.ceop.police.uk/safetycentre/. There are a range of links on this 

site to help answer your questions about online safety. 

 

Attendance reminder re illness 

 

Whilst we understand that coughs, colds and sickness bugs are prominent at this time of year, we do 

encourage pupils to come into school unless they are unable to. It can be tricky deciding whether or 

not to keep your child off school.  If your child has had a stomach upset or sickness, it is important 

that you allow a period of at least 48 hours after the sickness or diarrhoea has finished so that the 

bug is not allowed to continue in school. 
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This will affect your child’s attendance figure for the year but if the situation cannot be helped then 

this will be noted on our attendance system and dealt with according to our Attendance Policy which 

can be viewed on our website:   

 

https://www.dartmoormat.org.uk/uploads/8/0/6/1/80615962/dmat_attendance_policy_v1.0.pdf.  

 

Where attendance falls below 96%, we may utilise the support of our Trust EWO (Educational Welfare 

Officer) who can support and advise parent/carers who may be experiencing difficulties with their 

child’s attendance. Thank you for your support in this matter. 

 

EYFS and Y6 child measurement programme   

 

Please find attached a letter from the Public Health Team regarding the child measurement 

programme. Parents are being asked to let the Public Health team know if they would like to opt-out 

their child from the programme by 1st December 2019.  This gives time to collate and record this on 

the NCMP database and let School Nurse teams know these details. Many thanks.  

 

Schools Gold Award 

We have been awarded our ‘School Games Gold Award’ for our commitment, engagement and 

delivery of school sport in the academic year 2018/19! This is largely down to our in school provision, 

our use of an independent Dance teacher, OCRA sports coaches and the level of competitive sport 

that we encourage our pupils to take part in such as cross country, athletics, climbing, football and 

many more. We are extremely proud of the school’s achievement in sport and PE and continue to 

thrive in this area this academic year! 

Christmas is coming... 

We are looking forward to a busy festive season at Lydford Primary! Upcoming events include our 

Christmas production of ‘The Snow King’ at Nicholls Hall on Wednesday 18
th

 December 2019, 6pm. All 

who are able to attend are welcome. There will be refreshments (mulled wine and mince pies) 

provided by the Friends committee as well as the usual Christmas raffle. Not to mention the wonderful 

acting and singing skills of our talented children! Other Christmas events include a festive lunch and a 

party and Christmas Jumper Day on the last day of term. We really hope to make this year a magical 

one for the children of Lydford. 

Happy weekend! 

Kind regards, 

Mrs Deirdre Petersen, Acting Head of School 

https://www.dartmoormat.org.uk/uploads/8/0/6/1/80615962/dmat_attendance_policy_v1.0.pdf


 

Diary dates 
Friday 22nd November – West Devon Bouldering, Milton Abbot  

Friday 22nd November – FOLS Film Night! £3 per pupil, all welcome! 

w/c 25th November – National Tree Week 

Tuesday 26th November – Guardianship day at the Gorge (Class 2) 

Monday 2nd December – Advent assembly, Reverend Brooks 

Tuesday 3rd December – OFFICIAL OPENING, FOREST SCHOOL SITE, from 3.45pm – everyone 

welcome! 

Wednesday 4th December – ‘Meet & Greet’ for Mrs Helen Dickinson (Class 2 teacher from January) 

Tuesday 10th December – whole school theatre trip to Northcott Theatre ‘Beauty & the Beast’ 

Friday 13th December – Dartmoor Trust school council meeting, Okehampton Primary (details TBC) 

Wednesday 18th December – Christmas lunch and evening production of ‘The Snow King’, 6pm 

Friday 20th December – last day of term, Christmas party 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

REGULAR EVENTS: 

Day Club 

Monday Lunchtime Story Club (Mrs Waddington) 

Monday After school OCRA 

Wednesday After school chess club (Miss Horton) 

Thursday  After school cookery club (Mrs Luxford) 

Friday Lunchtime Recorder club (Mrs Waddington) 

 



NB. ALL CLUBS ARE ON SCHOOL GATEWAY – SIGN YOUR CHILD UP THROUGH THE APP 

Thursday afternoons from 2pm – Stay and Play (everyone welcome!) 

Tuesday morning (first lesson) – Drama workshop, Mrs Davis (Class1,2) 

Tuesday afternoon – Forest School Class 2 (please bring appropriate clothing) 

Thursday afternoon – Forest school Class 1 (please bring appropriate clothing) 

Friday afternoon, Class 2 – OCRA PE session 

Friday afternoon, both classes – Music lesson, Mrs Joliffe 
 

  

Gallery 

     

Castle Drogo event 2019! 

     

Forest School session Class 2 – dissecting owl pellets 



 

Class 1 drama workshop with Harriet Davis 

 

Early Years ‘Play to Learn’ 



 

Making porridge for Goldilocks (traditional tales, Class 1) 

 

 

 

 

Hello! For anyone who doesn’t know, we are the Friends of Lydford School PTA. We fundraise 

throughout the year and can usually be found scurrying around at school events organising 

refreshments, raffles and the like! We just thought we’d take this opportunity to update everyone 

on the comings and goings of the FOLS so far this year. 

 What we’ve done ... 

Our big fundraisers last year included the Family Camp, our stall at the Lydford Summer Fair and our 

weekly cake raffles, big thanks to all who helped make these events happen. FOLS will be using some 

of these funds to support many of the upcoming extra-curricular activities including subsidising the 

coach for a whole school trip to see ‘Beauty and the Beast’ as well as donating to the Forest School 

Shelter project. 

 

 



 What you can do and upcoming events ... 

Tonight’s Film Night will hopefully be great fun for the kids, starting at 6pm with an entry price of £3 

to include half time hot chocolate! We hope to see lots of you there. 

The weekly cake raffle has been great this term, the cakes have all been showstoppers! This will be 

continuing after Christmas so please sign up to bake a cake or get ready to purchase plenty of lucky 

tickets! 

As well as events here at school, there are also plenty of opportunities to rope in your friends and 

family members to help! 

The Castle Inn holds a weekly pub quiz on a Wednesday with all proceeds going to the school. 

You can also purchase a ‘Lucky Number’ and take part in a lottery style draw to win some great cash 

prizes. 

 

If you would like any more information on any of these events, please speak to myself, Mrs Luxford 

or Mrs Petersen. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 14th January 2020 at 3.45pm. 

 

Thanks, 

Tessa Curtis 

Chair of FOLS 

 


